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Sunburst (Figure 1) is the most widely grown
commercia early Floridatangerine. It isacross
between the two citrus hybrids Robinson and
Osceola. This cross was made in 1961 and was
released for commercial usein 1979 by C. J. Hearn of

the United States Department of Agriculturein
Orlando.

Figure 1. Sunburst.

Fruit Characteristics

The fruit is medium in size, about 2 1/2 - 3 inches

in diameter. Fruit shape is oblate and is flattened at
the stem end and has a depressed navel. Therind is

thin, smooth, and somewhat easily removed. Fruit
segments number from 11 to 14 and have a somewhat
hollow central axis. Seed numbers will vary
depending upon cross-pollination but will generally
average between 10 to 20 seeds per fruit. When the
seeds are cut open they will have a pale green color
inside. The peel is an outstanding dark orange color
with excellent internal juice color.

In most years the fruit will reach maturity by
mid-November and will remain acceptable through
late December. When the fruit is harvested care must
be taken asin some cases the fruit will plug, tearing
the stem end out instead of separating from the stem
evenly. For this reason the grower might consider
clipping the fruit from the tree.

Tree Characteristics

Sunburst trees have dark-green foliage,
moderately vigorous, thornless, up-right, and
spreading shape. They are tolerant of snow scale,
moderately cold hardy and have resistance to scab.

Trees have been produced on many of the
standard rootstocks of Carrizo citrange, sour orange,
Swingle citrumelo and Cleopatra mandarin and have
all produced acceptable fruit quality and yield.
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