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Introduction

Citrus problems such as disorders, pest and
disease damage, and nutritional deficiencies are
numerous. The landscaper and homeowner should
recognize visual symptoms of most common
problems so that they take the proper action to
minimize their negative impact on fruit production
and fruit quality of citrustreesintheir care. This
publication is targeted to help the landscaper and
homeowner identify some problems occurring on
their citrustrees. It should also help them understand
the probable causes, precautions, and cultural
practices needed to aleviate or solve those
problems.

The landscaper and homeowner should be aware
that uniform and adequate soil moisture isimportant
to reduce several problems and disorders.
Maintenance of good fertility programs and planting
treesin high areas where water and air drainage are
good, and on soils with optimum pH are al'so
important to reduce diseases, nutritional imbalances
and deficiencies. Pest monitoring and timely
scheduling of spray applications can be critical in
minimizing blemishes and reducing fruit drop. Trees
should be examined frequently for pests, diseases,
and disorders which reduce the health and

productivity of citrustrees. Whenever a spray
application is needed, avoid spraying during dry hot
windy conditions. Many disorders, blemishes, pests,
diseases, and deficiencies have characteristic damage
patterns, colors, or roughness that can be used for
diagnostic purposes. However, the landscaper and
homeowner should keep in mind that not all problems
are easy to diagnose or require pesticide applications
asthefruit is not intended for fresh fruit sales. There
isalimit to what they can do and that weather
conditions can cause problems that may not be
avoided

Disorders
Dead Wood and Twig Dieback

The presence of a certain amount of dead wood
is natural in the normal development of acitrustree,
and represents the tree's ability to maintain the
appropriate shoot to root ratio(Figure 1). Selective
pruning may reduce twig dieback in the interior of the
tree canopy. Excessive twig dieback on the outside of
tree canopies may result from a number of factors
that cause defoliation including freezes, drought,
severe pest pressure, declining diseases such as citrus
tristeza virus, blight, water damage, greasy spot,
spray burn, or other problems causing severe root
damage or leaf drop.
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